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was the elder daughter of Henry VI I, her
descendants had the prior claim, The descen-
dants of Mary, Duchess of Suffolk, were the
Ladies Grey and it will be remembered that the
elder of them. Lady Jane Grey, was made a
claimant for the throne on that account, because,
although she was of the junior branch, she was
Protestant. Of the elder sister Margaret, the
first descendant was her son, the King of Scot-
land. But he was dead, and the second was that
son's only child, Mary Stuart. Mary Stuart
was therefore by all the ideas of the time the
person who had a right to be Queen of England
when Mary Tudor died. On that the whole of
her story turns.
People felt about it just as to-day they feel
about an election. A man who has received a
majority of votes in the electoral college to be
President of the United States or to be a member
of Parliament for an English constituency we
regard as the legitimate holder of that office,
and anyone who should try to hold it in opposi-
tion to him with a minority of votes we should
regard as having no legitimate right, however
much we might approve of him in other ways.
In the sixteenth century all the morals of the
time took it for granted that the ruler of a mon-
archic country should be the senior representative
of the Blood Royal